
SKEPTICAL THOUGHTS OP A HINDOO PRINCE. 
(By A. C. Lyall.) 

All the World over, I wonder, in lands Hint I n^ver have trod, ► They are gods, these kiiisrs of the font inie. they are spirits 

Are the people eternally seeking for the signs and steps of a S/bo gMrd our nee, 

Hod? * Ever I watch and worship; they sii with a marble face. 

Westward across the ocean, and northward ay. ut the snow. 

Do they all stand gazing:, as ever, and what do the wisest | 

k now j * And the myriad idols iiroiind me, and the legi t mntter- 

, ings priests, 

V The revels and rites nnholv, the dark, unspeakable feasts 
Here in this mystical India, the deities hover and swarm, '.What have thev wrung from the silence! ilnth ever a 

Like wild bees heard in the tree tops, or the gusts of a whisper come 

gathering storm; ._ , Of the secret? Whence and whitherf Alas! for the gods 

In the air men hear their Voices, their feel on the roeks are |U . e 0 

Whence is the message, and what may the 



Yet we all 



mean .'' 



Shall I list to the word of the Knirlish. who eoine from the 
uttermost sea f 

A million shrines stand open, and ever the ("user swings, T" 6 Secret ? Hath it been told yon. and what is your KM*. 
As thev bow to a mvsiie symbol, or the figures of ancient '. . s "-'' '" ""' ' 

kinsrsi, " is nau ' J ™ ""' wide-world story, how the earth and the 

And the Incense rises ever, and rises the endless erv * heavens began, 

Of those who are heavy laden, and of cowards loth to die. * Hr.w the gods are glad and angry and the deity once was a 

For the destinv drives ns together, like deer in the pass 
of the hills, 

Above is the sky, and around us the ft und and - hoi that kills,' 
Pushed by a Power we M not, and struck by a hand un- 
known. 

We pray to the trees for shelter and press our |hps to a stone. 

'Hie trees wave a shach wy answer and the rock frowns hoi 
low and grim. 

And the form and the nod of a demon are raughl in the 
twilight dim. 

And we look at the sunlight falling afar lie mountain 

crest ; 

Is there never a path runs upward to a rsfugC there and a 
rest ? 

The path, ah! who has shown it. ami who is the faithful 
guide? 

The haven, ah! who has known it. for steep is the mountain 
side; 

l-'or ever the shot strikes surely, and ever the wasted hreaih 

Of the praying multitude rises, and whose answer i< only 
death. 

Here are the tombs of IUJ kinsfolks, the ftrsl of an ancient 
name, 

Chiefs who were slain on the warlield, and Women who died 
in flame; 



I ha. I thought, "Perchance in the cities, where the rulers 

of India dwell, 
Whose orders flash from the far lands, who gtrdls the earth 

with a spell, 

They have fathomed the depths we lloat on. they have 

measured the unknown main." 
Sadly they turn from the venture and say thai the <|ucst is 

vnin. 

Is life then a dream and delusion, and where shall the 

dreamer awake? 
Is the world seen like shadows on water .' And what if the 

mirror break? 

Shall it pass as a camp that is struck, as a tent that is 

gathered and gone? 
From the sands that were lamplit at eve and at morning; are 

level and lonef 

Is there nauirhl in the heavens above whence the rain ami 

the leaven are hurled 
Hut the wind that is swept around us by the n.sh of the 

rolling world? 

The wind that shall scatter my Bshes, ami bear me to 
silence and sleep. 

With the dirge and the sound of lamenting and the voice 
of women who weep. 
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What is HoSMTY I WbKCXKO Son ai. and PoUTIOAJ. 
QSUXM BlOOMK TBI FOUBDATIOMI 09 KlM:< H U T. 
I.wkmoi.s and Ki:i'oii.\i MMh 

i By 1 »r. A. Han-man. I 
We learned to recognize money not only as ;i national, 
1 it Ri an international, universal, Standard of value, which 

capacity tnakea it impossible foe any particular nation to 
repudiate it and which pennita ita trananiiaaiofl fn m 
oration to generation. Since money repreaenta every proa- 
net of labor, the strug g l e of existence between the bw 
viduals composing a nation, the competition of labor, baa 
f ir an object the pain of money. If we except those 
fortunate persona who have inherited money enough to live 
without working, thai is, whose parent! have left them a 
surplus of labor, everybody ii compelled to cam money, 
and the amount he gains represents the value of his labor, 
the share be receives of the total wealth of the nation, the 
product of the various branches nf productive labor, which, 
however, i- no fixed quantity. A- every person works for 

himaelf in one of the branehea of industry, which division 
of labor baa made neceaaary for the suatenanee of ■ people, 
bit real value as a member of society consists in the equiva- 
lent which the community receives in return fur his ma- 
terial support. Tt is not always poaafble to express the 
value of a |»crson's laW as a material quantity, by weight 

mi- length measure. For inetanea, if we can calculate the 

time a farmer requires to earn a number of buahell of 

grain, the money he receives for the product repreaenta the 
materia] value of his labor for thai ] rriod. I!ut in ti e eate 
of teechera, physicians, aeientista an I other t r feasions, we 
cannot measure the value of their labor by the same scale. 

Considering that time i- the same for all men ,tha< a .lay 
has the same number of hmtra for one a- well a- for the 
other, aid further that the difference in the physical power 
of individual* is not proportional to the value of their 
lab r, the money they earn, we must search for the cause 
of unequal gain somewhere else. We established the feel 

that civilized nations owe their power to their mental super 

iority, and the same holds good in regard to tho corape 
tition for money: the stronger intellect will win. 

Our i eial organization-, division of labor aid property, 
are the result of an uninterrupted chain of event-, beinfi 
the effect of a preceding cause aid the cause of i subaeqnent 
effect An Individual coming into this world without he 
ing endowed with the moat useful quality in the struggle 
. f existence- money- is compelled to work ami will natur- 
ally strive to apply his abilities to hi- best advantage. I 
have maintained at another place thai personal egoism i- 
the enh rational an. I real motive for man's a. -tion-. and in 
. rder to prove ihe truth of this assertion, we need only apply 

the principle lo all people and sec if il will -lam I the test. 



'■hen we obtain the following proposition: "That, tvery- 
/../,/// thould work for himself l<> hit lust advantage" The 
only possible rule that .-an be followed by ■ whole people 
w ith satisfactory results. Remembering the absolute mater- 
ial baaia of life and the mutual dependency of all the mem- 
lieri of a community on each other's work, we must estab- 
lish a- the main i>sne of the social question, not that a 
pera n gaina money, hut how he gaina it. When a person 

makes a valuable invention or discovery which saves mil- 
lion- of dollars (equivalent for labor) ami receives a Urge 
-hare . f this wealth, society is nevertheless the gainer. But 

when a person accumulates a fortune without giving an 
equivalent of value in return, somebody must be the loser. 
We found that the occupation of many persons does not 
contribute any thing to the material benefit of the commun- 
ity ami that thousands are supported whose existence is a 
burden to society. As far as the production of luxuries is 
concerned, we must remember the impossibility of de finin g 
the term aicl leave it for the individual to decide. 

Iii obedience to the law of labor, every person acts in a 
double role, as a single unit and as a member or a part of 
the community. A- a single person he must obey the 
instinct of -df preservation, which compels him to work 
and adapt his abilities to the demands of society. In this 

capacity he stand- a- a single person opposite a large num- 
ber, whose powerful material influence he cannot escape. 
As a member of the community his position i< reversed, 
he exerts a fraction of the pressure upon others. 

We hear pen] le always talk aboul "making money." 
What doe- that mean I Do they really produce value or its 
equivalent, money | Where does money come from • From 
the mines, an I the amount of real value it represents is the 
prise society pays for the production of this commodity. 
Thus the money-making of buaineM men is reduced to ap- 
plying their abilities to the beat advantage in earning 
money; that i-. to secure a share I if the value, they have 

not produced, by selling it. Their profit repreaenta the 

wan.- for their lahor. which I -ist- in conveying the prod- 
uct from the manufacturer to the consumer. Tt can cer- 
tainly not he claimed that a person selling whiskv, jewelry 
or other luxuries, c nfers a benefit upon society, hut he 

supplies a want for a number of persons who consider these 
artic le- necessary to their comfort. Whether they can at 
ford them or not, they must know themselves. The man 

who "make- the money" i- always the "'fittest." Between 
a gambler aid hi- victim, the former is more respectable: 
he takes advantage of the moral weakness, the cupidity ami 
avarice of the dupe who wants to obtain value for nothing. 
This i- the position taken by the majority of people. To lie 
"a good business man" i- the Indies! encomium bestowed 
upon a person who ha- succeeded in eOOUmulating money, 
and covers a multitude of sins and despicable traits of 
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character. What constitutes a good business mini If 
we read the biography of some of America's gresl men 
(millionaires) we are usually informed that the; atten led 
strictly to their own business, and were shrewd and close 
in their bargains, which .-imply means that they took all 
possible advantage of the shortcomings of their fellowmon 
Off the faults of social institution-, for their i wu benefit. 
The people be tl— d, and they are perfectly right, because 
money is the only thing of value the people have to give. 
Public opinion is not WOffth a straw; in fact, it does not 
exist as a definite entity. 

Hoxksty. Considering the immutable material basis 
of society, it appears very plain that the number of people 
living without producing any material value, must be limit- 
ed. To support a person who himself doe- not produce the 
necessities ,,f life, requires a certain share of the labor of 
other-, expressed by the amount of money each one has 
to contribute for hi- subsistence. The tendency to rive 
value for value is expressed in a social principle: Honesty. 
The proverb: "Honesty is the best policy" is true in it- 
ffeneral application in regard to the fundamental material 
hasis of society, for if everybody receives material value 
in exchange for money, society will be prosperous. If on 
the contrary, society support- a large number of persons 

without receiving material value in return, one part of the 

people must lose in proportion as the other gains, an I 
great extremes of poverty ami richness must be the result 

An illustration of this mechanical effect we see in Mexic 
ami the South American Republics, where a comparatively 
large number of persons, the clergy an I aristocracy, live 
in comfort at the expense of the lower classes, who live in 
abject poverty and Ignorance. But this state of affairs Is 
prevailing more or less all over the world, even here in 
America, and it is everywhere in connection vith the law 
of inheritance one of the natural causes of p >verty. 

While nature itself would eventually draw a limit to the 
extent to which honesty eonld be disregarded, that is. the 
burden Imposed upon society by non-producing persons can 

not increase indefinitely witl I bee ming unbearable, ir 

is different in regard to m single individual, for whom 
honesty i- not always the best |>olicy. In order to under 
-taml correctly the pan which bonestv plays in our social 
economy, it i- necessary to give an accurate definition of 
honesty. To apply this term in regard to an exchange of 
material value does not cover the ground, heeanse we must 

remember that civilized life does not merely consist in 
primitive animal existence, hut requires many other 
things as essentia] attributes. Not the exchange of material 
value is the characteristic of honesty (when used in refer- 
ence to the dealings of individual-), hut the observance of 
the principle of truth. Whenever a person -ell- auvihinr 
and tells the truth in regard to quantity and quality, he i> 
honest. Whether the article i- of auv benefit I" the pur- 
chaser or worth the money, is for the latter to decide. If 
a person is paid for his service, he is honest if he complies 
with the Stipulated condition-, whether hi- woil i- of an\ 



benefit to his employer Off not. But if a person be inclined 

to he dishonest, he will not he ahle to accomplish his object 
unless the other party is ignorant in regard to the equiva- 
lent offered for his money. A person depreciating tin- 
truth, will invite and encourage fraud and dishonesty. 
I he more people learn to comprehend their own benefit, 
the more honest they will beessne ami also compel their 
neighbors to he the same, and the result will be greater 

prosperity for all. 

SUKVIVAI 09 Tin: FlTTX*T. As a nece-.-aiy result of 

the struggle of existence, we found the survival of the tit- 
test, which term does not imply exclusively per- .mil merit-, 
hut expressed the stun total of all conditions, innate phy- 
sical and mental qualities, atel accidental circumstance-. 

which may tend to give one person advantage i vev others. 
In this sense we must apply the principle to the peaceable 

Struggle of existence, — of hihor. Success, -hat means 
the gain of money, depends on mechanical laws, and no 
moral significance attaches to it. It is not iter r soar ill the 
most bones t, industrious and educated person who succeeds, 

hut always the one who receives the most money from a 

number of people for his serviced, Small wntributions 
from many mean a large income for one. no matter wheth- 
er any one receive- an equivalent in return or no I'ejar ling 

history fa m a natural standpoint, unbiased ly religious 
prejudice, we found egoism as the only principle univer- 
sally acknowledged, an' persons occupying prominent 
places who were the embodiment of this prim ipal animal 
instinct. A- a modern illustration of this kind, within the 

n Heeti f the present genera t* n. I mentioned Napoleon 

I, the personification of egotism, whose greatness consisted 
in 'he littleness of contemporary mankind, and who was 
worshipped by the slaves whom he estimated no higher 
than a herd of cattle. Drawing a parallel letween the 

political and social Struggle of existence, v.e tin I the same 
principle of egoism predominating in the latter, and as 

the most successful a class of people who pursue their own 

advantage regsrdless of the Interest of their fellow-el tisens, 
Some imiividrals favored by circumstances, accumulated 

an immense fortune, the acme of financial success. So well 

known ami recognised in this relentless war. 01 eommpeti- 
Hon in financial circles, that such successful strategists are 
frequentlj compared with the great general, aid called 
-Napoleons of Finance," a lucky analogy, for like their 
great prototype, they owe their success to : i favorable co- 
incidence <»f personal faculties and circumstances, The 
ruin- of ;i wrecked social and political order became the 
foundation for the throne of the absolute ruler: the ignor- 
ance of the mass <>f people permits the financial kings to 
control social institutions which tax manv for the enrich- 
ment of a few. Though such a result i- not intended by 
the majority, it follows as an Inevitable mechanical effect, 
the same as if a person administers poison under the he 
lief that it i- sugar the good Intention will neither avert 
or counteract the deadly effect. 

(To he continued. ) 



Some Personal 

Facts from the Experiences of a Blade 
Writer and Subscriber that Make 
Interesting Reading. 



(By J. Atwood Culberteon. ) 

For i he past seventeen months I lia\ «• 
been living at Sewickley, Pa., a borough 
of about o.OOU inhabitants, twelve bUm 
ft 'in Pittsburg, Pa. It is a beautiful pines 
situated OH the north shore of t he Ohio, 
and it i» here that the richest of Pitts- 
burgh rich will be found. They come to 
the borough to >ret away from business 
cares, to sleep ami to worship, und in the 
immediate vicinity of the town is their 
Allegheny Country Club, where they go to 
drink, have their big social ''doing", etc. 
However, ii 1 1 the residents are not rich, be- 
ing a tiring proof of this fa<- myself. 

The town supports seven churches, all 
trying to overtake o( outdo the other. 
'ITiev arc the Presbyterian. I'nited Pres- 
byterian, Baptist, Methodic! Episcopal, 

Protestant Episcopal. Roman Catholics 
ami Lutheran: also, a Christian Science 
Society and tw<> or three aSgW eoagrcg* 
tioBS, Von can see that for its population 
the town is well supplied with professional 
sky-guides and an abundance of feigned 
piety, and you can imagine the scorn a 
Freethinker meets in Ibis hotbed of heaven 
aspirants. Kach Sunday morning may b« 
seen ihe same piety OB pa tad • in the form 
of so many persons wending their way to 
Ihe rations churches as thottgh they were 
religioi s Storage- butteries needing to be 
re-charj-ed ai regular intervals of seven 
days. Sou e believe in getting their week 
ly supply of goodness before brsekfsi . 

while at bati must partake before join* fur 
(heir new supply of righteousness. Theee 

differences can probably be aeeornted for 
by taking into account the peculiarities of 
each penon, some thinking they can stand 
mire on an empty stomach, whi'c others 
must have a full stomach lei ui\e them 
stretigth for the ordeal. 

It was in this town thai I was taken 
sick October 1!I0H. of typhoid, and !>••- 
ing a considerable distance from home, 
my physician edvised tint I .<• to the bos- 

pitiil. (Ihe only proper piaee for a sick 
person). On reaching tin* hospital my 
conversation with the Superintendent was 

something like ibis: 
(}. What is your nan 1 1 
A .--.I. Aiwood Colbert aou. 

Q.— Where do you livef 

A. 709 Centennial Ave. 

Q, Bo« old are you f 

A. Twenty-two. 

Q, Married or silejle .' 
A.- -Single. 
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Reminiscences 

Q.— Are you Protestant or CatholicT 
A. — Neither. 

Q. — Well, whal arc your parents? 

A.— lnlidels. (and lo make her under- 
stand) ami s.i am I. I might also say that 
you will please Keep away preachers and 
priests. 

At my last answer I lie Superintendent 

looked very much surprised, probably hav- 
ing never been given ■■■■ like answer before. 
I was treated very well, however, was vis- 
ited b) ehurcfa people, aud Found that I 
had a greal many friends, although they 
d'd not approve of my disbelief in I he su 
pernatural, and the Methodist church sent 
DM flowers. 

Many of theee "religious" people fre- 
quently ask why I am not a Clnislian. and 
I answer them in this way: I am not a 
Itible scholar, bin a Bible student, und 
from my study oi the Bible 1 Bod it out 
of accord with reason, I am n .t I Christian 
because Christianity teaches <l ihe super- 
natural; its alleged truths tire based upon 
desire, emotion, tradition, faith and super- 
stition. 

I cannot think • f a time when there was 
no time, and cannot believe that there will 
come a time when there will be no time. 
Time is evidently not the result of god, 
HOT god of time. A truth must be a truth 
tit all times, and does not cease to be a 
truth when it relates to •rod. If it is true 
that there must be a beginning to all 
things it MUSt be just as true of god; it' 
not. truth ceases to be a truth when it 

pertains to god. 

Cods have always been exceedingly 
plentiful) and if not plentiful enough can 
a'ways be imported or exported, as the 

ease demands, thorn beil'g no d'lly >n gods, 
the Christian god of the Western hemis- 
phere being im Importation of Columbus, 
being unknown on this continent up to this 
time. Where there is money in si"hl these 
•_: ds have always been well supplied with 
an baaaadon, the vocation of being pro- 
fessionally '_• 1 having been fonud to be 

a very remunerative one. 

In ages past a god was detailed to look 

after each individual law of Nature, bit 
as people became more enlightened and 

learned to know that storms, winds, light- 
nine, thunder, earl hi|iiakes, and the many 
other things of a more or less phenomenal 
character, are the indirect result of Va- 
line's aver working laws, these gods have 

passed into the realm of dead things, Thes • 
•_'i ds for a short while were sipreme. hav- 
ing -prung lift, lived and died, as do men 
and nations, ami as do all things. The 
Christian god seems to be all these many 
gods boiled down, having the power of all 



of them — omnipotent, omniscient, omni- 
present, infinite and supreme, — an imagin- 
ary something we know not what, set high 
upon a celestial throne to be the guiding 
hand of man's eternal destinies. But he, 
too, must eventually meet the fate of all 
other Rods, empires, nations, men and 
beasts ; he must also die. Die, for the rea- 
son thai that which is known and can be 
given i scientific explanation is, alike by 
Christian und Freethinker, admitted to be 
the work of Nature, while that which is 
unknown or of which nothing satisfactory 
has as yet been learned, is by the Christian 
explained as being the wot k of god, while 
the Freethinker believes that if the truth 
could !>:• known a satisfactory and natural 
explanation could be made, the same as 
has been done in many other cases. Each 
step forward by science is a step nearer to 
the death of the gods. 

MATTES is that great und mysterious 
substance of which all things are composed, 
which may be demolished, bill cannot be 
annihilated, and we are to'd that that 
which cannot be totally destroyed cannot 
be eieal id. This is in opposition to the 
Christian leaching that matter (all things) 
is the creation of an ever-existing or self- 
created power called god, accomplished not 
yet six thousand years ago, in the aston- 
ishing time of only six days, or one hun- 
dred ami forty-four hours. All will admit 
that this is a record time for creation. But 
ihe Christian does not explain how the 
creator came into existence. They assume 
however, that he always existed, and after 
bavin- spent the forenoon of all eternity 
in either thinking or doing nothing, he 
suddenly took a notion to create, and made 

EVERT THING in the record time of six 
days. Granting, for the sake of argument, 
that a god did always exist; that he creat- 
ed the universe in six days; that this 
work was done not yet six thousand years 
ago, we find, as Ingcrsoll has argued, that 
he spent tin eternity, so to speak, or the 
f renoon of all eternity, in an infinite 
vacuum in perfect idleness. 

Tel some argue that the day spoken of 
in ihe Bible is an epoch of time and may 

mean a 1 1 sand years or a million years. 

Then we find that during the firs! million 
years certain things were done; dining the 
■eeond million years other things were 
d-'iie: during the third million years it is 

alleged a luxuriant vegetatiou was grow- 
ing, and it is not until the fourth million 
years thai the sun. moon and stars were 
created. All know that the sun is the 
fountain of life of all things, and the Bible 
apologists, using the nbove argument, have 
a thrifty vegetation growing before the 
source "f life is created, nnd lo the think- 
ing person Ibis latter day argument of 

black ans white and white means black 

when found in the Bible, becomes more 
absurd than does Ihe argument of a six 
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day creation of only six thousand years 
ago. 

Again, this "epoch of lime" argument 
is untenable, lot the reason that it makes 

the eanli an independent sphere tor three 

millions of years, while every intelligent 

person believes that the earth is an alto- 
gether dependent sphere, depending upon 
other bodies for its position, and its light 



Why Commend Honesty in Business and 
Condemn It in Belief-Good 
Grounds for Rejecting 
Religion. 

I Hy John P. Clarke. ) 

Skepticism, like almost all "isms", is 
■nseeptible of ■ kalsidoaeopie euairoseuro. 

As distance is said to lend enchantment 
to the view, so also prejudice lends dis- 
tortment to the position of the skeptic. 

A dictum of the Pauline school is. that 
nnbelief is a crime, and the Paulists meas- 
ure a man by the credulity that predomi- 
nates or makes little showing in his make- 
up. The degree of belief is the gauge by 

whi<h the religions standing Is measured. 

Faith is a line thing, provided that the 
object of the faith bs worthy of the faith. 
Misplaced eonildsnes is hell with the lid 
off, and DO mistake. If then were any 
virtue in religion, or any conscious power 
to reward the votary, it would even then 
be vicious, for it would enable one selfish 
fellow to become still more sellish. 

But, as there is no external evidence 
that the most religions are either happier 
or more content than the irreligious, it 
follows that there is good ground for the 
loftiest skepticism. 

A lady said to me the other day: "Athe- 
ists are among the most honorable people 
that I have ever come in contact with." 

This lady is ■ Methodist. She also 
said that she had often heard similar trib- 
utes from other church people. The rea- 
son for this is very simple. Atheism is the 
result of investigation, and pioneers in in- 
vestigation are alwa\s of 1 sturdy and 
Straight-forward nature. Skepticism, then, 
is a healthy si'.:" and not an indication of 
mental infirmity. Why should religionists 
prate of honesty being the best policy 
and then be ready to denounce the honesty 
of belief? Pan they not see that Pauline- 
ism is the essence of bnlLdoxlngf Force is 

Illegitimate when applied to prosalytian. 

A fair test was given to prove the genuine- 
nsss of Christian life: "By their fruits 
shall ye know them." 



and heat: in Other Words, for its LIFE. 

And so have we any reason to believe 
in a gedl Any reason to believe that the 
many will be eternally damned, while the 
few will be forever saved? There has 
been an eternity without us, so what right 
have we to believe that we will have n life 
alter death.' The belief in a future life 

is probably born of the belief of aome 



The skeptic surely has a right, even un- 
der Pauline 'logic, to examine, and if the 
fruit be unsuitable, to reject the tree that 
puts forth such fruit. - 

Paul «ras a short-sighted fanatic. Bs 

jumped to sweeping conclusions ai short 
n i ties, lie was, himself, a convert, and 

Byron speaks of --the convert 's Bory seal." 
Paul's Bery zeal got hey I decent bounds. 

in espousing the cause of Christ, he ani- 
madverted upon the unbeiief of those who 
failed to see the beauty thai he imagined 
he saw. Lack of skepticism is evidem I of 
an easy-mark nature. Paul also said: 
"Prove all things; hold fast to that which 
is true." He assumed that what he gave 
utterance to was true until proven false. 
The skeptic assumes that it is up to Paul 
to first prove the truth of lis claims, or 
quit. 

Does any religionist think that we. the 
writers for the Blade, would deliberately 

set out to ridicule religion if we did not 
have good grounds for so doing? After 
investigation and careful observation, we 
have decided that religion is a fake. In 

the Brsl place, it promisee happiness, yet 

il breeds discontent and ha red. Il de- 
mands tithes, or 10 per ecu. of incomes, 
that in many cases fail to properly feed 
and clothe the taxed peisons. Il imposes 
self-ubnegation ami sacrifice upon the one 
who is promised a bounty. If this is not 
false pretense, I fail to know the article 
by description. It promises a reward after 
death, for an expression of belief before 
death. This is a promise lightly made, of 
something baaed upon speculation, It 

promises consolation for bereavement. 

There is no consolation in philosophy. 

Time is the only SSStlSgST id' poignant 
grief,, and Time acts slowly. Sympathy is 
more Of less Soothing, hut there is no 

equivalent for the loss of i loved one. 
Religion is a miserable subterfuge as sp 

plied to | heart-sore. 

Skepticism challenges the whols world 

to find any mental (dement that can sur- 
pass it in virtue, morals or in reaching for 

Truth. Belief is often pur-blind, ami ac- 
cepts unrealities for facts. 



I pie that the world could not get along 

without them. 

Let our life be guided by a nobis desire 
to be just, the returns of which will be all 
the happiness that nay be expected, and if 
there is a future life it most assuredly has 
a fixed place among and is one of Nature's 
laws, of which we will all receive our just 
share and benefit. 

Pittsburg. Pa. 



If there be a conscious being, who cie- 
Stsd the universe, that beitig would be 
aliove the silly scheme of demanding an 
indorsement of belief from the puppets 
that were made of its hand. It would be 
a sorry being who would hide itself and 
place the future welfare of humanity upon 
the cast of a die of belief or disbelief in 
its existence. Vet SToond this DAM LIF 
and defamnatiott of a supposed creator, 
the planetary system of religions revolve. 

licliginn hails every eo-ineidcntal tally 
with prayer as an answer from Qod to the 
prayer, but keeps silent when I here be BO 
response. If prayer is answered, it I SO 
seldom i ha I the rule of pi aver is only 
proven by the abundance of exceptions. 
This is absurd as a science; therefore ske|»- 
licisiu is dignified above the frivolity of 
belief. Skepticism can only be silenced 
by proof of religion's claims. Faith is 
lot proof. All nnprovsn statements are 

susceptible to skepticism, and in abeyance 
i it. 

Arlington, Md. 



PREACHERS AND PEOPLE. 



i My The Chaplain.) 

There are many Christian preachers who 

are certainly great reachers 
For the graft that there is in it in the 

ghost and virgin tale. 
They surely make a living; preach the Joy 

there is in giving 
To the Lord SOOVS in heaven, where our 

souls set future sail. 

'Hie revivalists are humming tor an offer- 
in,' t hat 's st ironing, 

And lake fine care to keep if— the Lord 

gets left above. 
They are certainly great grafters.— loud 

their voices smong th" rafters, 
PrsisJng god -Whan coin is plenty — with 

deep, undying love. 

There are foolish people praying that's 

what I'm always saying — 
For their brains are surely rattled and 

insanity is near: 
They are nearly all unthinking, in com- 
munion they are drinking 
And Bating Stsls bread Wafers through the 
future hell-fire fear. 



Skepticism 
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Crimes, Criminals and Christianity 



Prison Statistics Gathered from Official 
Official Reports that Demonstrate 
the Inefficiency of Orthodoxy 
as a Moral Factor. 

PART 4. 



( My K. Lewis.) 
I have heard it saitl that peopl ■ had bet- 
ter look at bone instead of sritieising their 

neighbors too closely, and that may apply 
to me in this case. So I will investigate 
my home state of California, applying the 
same striet rules that 1 did in tht parson ■ 
home state of Arkansas, and give to the 
readers * t the Blade the results. 

I'. S. Census Statistics for 1800 gives to 
California I population of 1,909,180 per- 
sons, with 1,096 church organisations anil 
1,605 church edifices, having a sealing ca- 
pacity for 422.009 persons, and a valuation 
of church properly of $11 .901 .!l]4. with 

280,010 uommuni cants or members, consti- 
tuting 23 and 83-lOOtbl per Benl of the 
a/hole population. 

At the general election of L900 the taxes 
were voted off the churches; then the boom 
in church building was inaugurated. Old 
churches were torn down or sold to smaller 
organizations, und costly ones creeled. 
PsBSdsnS has churches ranging from 6900,- 
000 down. Los Angeles ditto, and over 70 
per cent of the laves are paid by BOH- 
members. 

I now quote from the Stale Hoard of 

Prison Directors of the State of California 
for the 40th fiscal year, ending June 80, 
1890.— 

Religions Denominations Catholics (Bo- 
man) :578; Catholics (Greek) 1~>: Baptist 
80; Episcopalians 76; Lutherans ii7; Meth- 
odists 9o; Hebrews 86; Presbyterians 07: 
I'niv. isalists 66; Mormons 7; Pagan 140: 
Irreligious 217. Total 1302. To deduct 2.'. 

Hebrews and the l 10 Pagans, who are nei- 
ther Christians or Atheists, leaves 1 .227 

Christians and Infidels. Atheists and Free- 
thinkers; then deduct the 217 [rreligious 

from the 1.227. which leaves 1,010 Christ- 
ians tO 217 Freethinkers. This is ne.nl> 

four and a half Christians to one Free- 
thinker. 

Attended church regularly ")47: irregu- 
larly 4(i!». making 1,016 who attended 

church, Sgainsl 878 who never at tended 

church. Attended Sunday Bono* I Regu- 
larly, ">40; irregularly 47;"), making 1,016 
Sunday School scholars to 377 who never 
attended. 

The 280.010 church oommuniesnts, or 

men, hers, constitute 23 and 28-100ths of 
the then population of the State, und they 



furnished 1,010 convicts out of their 23 and 

2:i-100ths of thei r Sunday Sel I and 

church-trained and educated children — 

while we, the Freethinkers, eompoeed of 
920,511 of the population, furnished but 

367 com ids out of our broad-minded, un- 

trsmsaoled, independent thinkers: or to 

make it a little more comprehensive, they, 
the Christians, with their Sunday Schools 
as their recruiting offices, furnished one 
eonviet tor each 277 of their superstition- 
stuffed subjects, while we. tba Freethinkers 
furnished one convict for each 2.878 of 
our Freethonght, educated members. Does 
this look like there was only one Sunday 
School attendant in each 600 convicts.' 
As long as there is a dishonest pulpit leach- 
ing a Supernatural impossibility, our pris- 
ons will be crowded with the dupes of 
false leaching. 

Mtnnlsl Beporl of the state Hoard of 

Prison Directors Of the Stale of California 
for the fiftieth and fifty-first Bsoal years 

of 1899 and 1900. A. J. Johnson, Bupt. of 

State Prisons: — 

There was confined in that prison 821 
convicts, as follows: Culholics 410: Prot- 
estants 312; Jews 9; Pagans 34; Atheists 
2:; Irreligious 48. 

As I have said before, .lews and Pagans 
have no pari in this matter; they have a 
supernatural religion of their own. 

There are 2 Atheists and 48 irreligious, 
giving us ">0 Freethinkers and 728 Christ- 
ians. It is evident thai the 728 Christians 
were carefully educated through the Sun- 
day Schools into the church, so thai they 
would not depart from the narrow path of 
rectitude ami righteousness. 

in the v. s. census Report of 1890. Cal- 
ifornia is credited with u population of 
1,208430, of which 280,616 are Christians, 
or 88 and 28-100ths of tbs whole populs 

li,,n. Oul of this small per cent of the 

whole people, the ehureh furnished 728 

convicts, or to be exact, one eonvicl for 

, ach 386 and 330-788ths of her i pie, 

while we, the Freethinkers, furnished 60 

eonviets oul of 927,511 of our people, con- 
stituting 7t'» and 76-100tha of the whole. 

Or we furnished one convict for each 18..">.").*> 
»f OUT people. How does this lit I he par- 
son's ease? 

Biennial Report of the Slide Hoard' of 
Prison Directors of the Stale of California 
for the 64tfa and R5th years 1068 and 1004: 

We find thai (here were confined in thai 
prison at thai date: Catholics. 409; Prot- 
estants 108; .lews 8; PagattS 24: Atheists 

I; [rreligious 67; Total 807, making 817 
Christiana to 68 Freethinkers. The 8 .lews 
and 24 Paguns are not in it. I will not 



compel S Jaw who has no supernatural 
.lesus in his religion, or a Pagan, who has 
a natural religion, to share with the results 
of the teachings of our degraded supernat- 
ural atonement racket. 

V. S. Census Statistics for 1890 give the 
number of church members in the State 

at 28O.01 9, and the number of church mem- 
bers on same dale in Polsoin prison at 817. 

In reducing this to the legitimate results, 
we find thai out of the 23 and 23-100lhs 
of the population of the State, composed 
of 280.019 persons, the church furnished 
one convict for each 848 and 388-817lhs of 
its people, while we. out of our 70 and 70- 

lOOths of the population, or 827,511 per- 
sons, furnished one convict for each 15-901- 
33-68ths i f our noble band of independent 

thinkers. 
Pasadena, Calif. 

i To be continued.) 
AN APPEAL. 

(g« J. Atwood Culbertson.) 
Prejodtoe, insatiate and Impartial, 
A di moil thing to fight. 
Destroys mans power of reason, 
And kills his sense of right. 

Throw off the yoke of superstition. 
Let Reason reign supreme; 
Join hands with Honest Kndeavor, 
And h i truth be your aim. 

We hare enough of gods and churches; 
Also of ghosts and christs and creeds, 
And of heavens and hells— where are they? 
Our seeds are for works and deeds. 

Place not font faith in creed or preachiu'. 
Unless you would breed despair; 
Put your hope in glorious Reason, 
A living power opposed to prayer. 

Cods are the n suit of ignorance — 
I) vils are the children of fear; 
Heavens are only in the imagination, 
Hells are bUllt by the Domineer. 

II you wbmM to creed. 
Von incarcerate your mind; 
Heat down these darkened walls, 
And '"I your thoughts unwind. 

Some think only by paid proxy, 

Otheis do not think at all; 

Some think and are reticent, 

Others think and speak In spite of all. 

He different— be a thinker, 
Be a doer of things, 
And your reward will differ, 
In the happiness it brings. 

sewickley, Pa. 
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The Evolution of A Planet 



Theory of the Origin of the Planets in the 
Solar System, as the Writer Says, It 
May Possibly Be. 

(By J. a Watkins.) 

Far out in the vast region of space, be- 
yond the orbit of Neptune, where I he tem- 
perature is perhaps lower than we can even 
imagine, possibly a thousand or more de- 
grees below zero, and where the expanded 
matter sent off from the sun circling out 
in space, is rapidly condensed into its vari- 
ous more solid forms and begins clustering 
together in great rolling masses, the planet 
begMI to take shape, and as it proceeded 
on its orbit around the sun — (for all mat- 
ter sent oA from the sun never loses the 
motion imparled to it, when, as gas or ox- 
panded matter, it left the paten body) 
gathered to itself by atlinily and the at- 
traction of gravitation, all the matter in, 
and for millions of miles on either side of 
its track. It took t lie planet probably 
more than a hundred years to make this 
first circuit around the sun. hut in that 
first trip it gathered to itself all the mat 
ter in its track and for even millions of 
miles on either side of it, so that when it 
reached again the point in its orbit from 
which it started, it had become a huge 
globe almost as large as the sun. 

But the planet was not a rock-ribbe d, 
solid body like the earth is, tor it had vet 
to pass through those long physical pro- 
cesses by which embryo planets aic evolv- 
ed into habitable worlds. Its mass was 

probably composed of matter in all the pri- 
mary stages of development, from gMMOf 
to solid atoms or particles, the heavier or 
more solid matter naturally .hawing in to- 
wards the center of the planet, while the 
lighter substances in the order of I heir 
respective specific gravity were crowded 
toward the surface. 

The planet 's motion in its orbit was from 
West to East, and it also turned on its a\is 
in the same direction. 

It must be remembered, that while the 

planet was in this stage of iis life, it was 
composed of individual particles of matter 
each having certain properties and inher- 
ent motion, so that there was a continual 
intermingling and grinding together of 
than material atoms, and, by friction, in- 
ternal heat was developed to such a degree 
that in time the whole fused ami the planet 
became a molten mass. This condition, of 
course, ended the friction, and the plane! 
began to cool. While all these processes 
were going on, the planet had made in- 
numerable trips around the sun, each one 
a little shorter both in distance and time 
than its predecessor. 



In fact, the planet fell in circles to- 
ward the sun in accordance with the luw 
of Jailing bodies in space, in time, the sur- 
face of the planet cooled, and a crust be- 
gan to form, first at the poles, gradually 
extending toward the equator, though, of 
course, a long time elapsed from the time 
the crust formed at the poles until it form- 
ed at the MJttatOr, When the crust be- 
came cool enough, the water, which had 

been evaporated and driven oil' by the great 
heat of the planet, now began to be pre- 
cipitated and lo settle in the depression 
of the surface in the polar regions. For 
a long time this water was boiling hot, but 

eventually it drove the surface lua! far- 
ther down, and then itself not oniy cooled, 
bill began to freeze. A sheathing of ice 
and fro/en snow gradually began to extend 

itself from the poles toward the equator. 

If (he planet had remained ai its (hen 
distance from I he sun, this glacial forma- 
tion would have. D tinned to extend to- 
ward the equator until the whole planet, 
with the possible exception of its equator- 
ial region, would have been covered with it. 
Hut all these ages the planet 4 1 orbit was 
shortening, while its speed was increasing. 
This not only brought it nearer the sun. 
but shortened its year so that the heat 
from the sun prevented any furl her exten- 
sion of the glaciers, and gradually they 

beg a n to reseda. Long before 'his event 

il is probable that vegetation ezutsd and 
animal life was developed. Whatever of 
such life had existed in the planet's north 
and south zones before the glacial period, 
either perished or was driven to, or con- 
fined to. the equatorial region, while this 
period lasted. How long this was. no one 
can tell. It may have been a hundred or 
even a million years, but il had an end, and 
gradually, but surely, the glacieis reeeded 
until both Temperate zones ami I consider- 
able por.lion of th Frigid zones were di- 
vested of the icy mantis thai had covered 
them. 

Il is probable that something like this is 
I he physical hislory of OUT DWH planet, 
the earth. We do not know how long it has 
been since the glacial period, nor how far 
the earth was from the sun al thai lime. 
We may assume. how e\ it, that planets are 
habitable only where they are within ths 
bounds of certain maximum ami minimum 
distances from I he sun. Thai is. that a 
planet does not reach conditions of habit- 
ability until it gels within a certain .lis 
lance from thl sun. and thai tlese condi- 
tions cease to exist after the planet gats 
too near the sun. The ultimate fate of all 

pi; Is (the writer believes) will be lo fall 

Into the sun and be burned up or converted 
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into gas and again sent whirling out into 
■pass to become a part of the composition 
of another planet. 

Kanawha Falls. W. Va. 



NO GOD. 



Secretary of Materialist Association Takes 
Issue with Editor Maple and Others 
on Issue of Deity. 



t By Ettas Howry Hi hen.) 

Editor Maple, in April [ngsrsoll Heacon. 
wants us to believe in a Supreme BsingJ 
Comrade hfstto* wants a Great Dynamis; 

Protestants want the Bibls God; Catholics 
want the Pope and Purgatory, but the Ma- 
tsriaUats want the Truth. 

Gods, Dynamis, and Supreme Being are 
all founded on the idea that some OSF. 

great guiding intelligence or power is 

back and within all activities of matter. 
Thai idsa leads to reverence and worship, 

and belittling human ability and forces of 

matter. The Agnostic's Supreme Power 
differs from the Gods in hcinsr shorn of 
ability to create, perform miracles, forgive 
sins, answer prayers, bestow rewards ami 

punishments, but still bosses everything, 

and is everywhere present, vet is a ONE 

HUGE T AM PP. 

Just gel down to common-sense investi- 
gation of nature and mankind's doings, to 
find out whether the universe is run by 
One Power, or by numberless billions .if 
material atom forces. The UNIVERSE IS 
A 1'N'IT. is everything combined, because 
nil atoms are intsr-dependsnt ; every atom 
controls and is controlled by every other 
atom, each by its attractive force helps 
produce motions and combinations; but 
each atom is an individual material TT. 
with its distinct qualities and force. 

Friend Maple is an individual. T am 
another. Our environments, inherited 
qualities, education, foods, thl kind of at- 
oms we arc composed of. STS so similar 
that we act and think considerably alike, 
yet we are different individual. The indi- 
viduals in a country combine into one gov- 
eminent, with much in common, for mutu- 
al welfare, yet each remains an individual. 
So all atoms are combined into the Fni- 

veras by their tntsr-dependencc and at- 
tractions, Causing the l aws of Nature, and 
all activities, yet each atom is an IT. 

Each individual person was born and 
will die: every collection of atoms mav 
separate, and the atoms unit" info other 
compound forms: but atoms were never 
born, ami will never die. Every atom in 
the endless universe is an ETERNAL IT. 

When you discard the old Gods as man- 
made stories: make no new do. Is: teach 
the Truth, and prove it best for all man- 
kind. 

Brooklyn, Conn. 
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PERSONAL TO OUB READERS. 



Owing to lack oi fundi cauaed by the buaineaa and finan 
cial dopTtHiion now upon th6 country, the scarcity ul 
money in circulation, tlic blade lias been coinpelk-d to con- 
lider ■ curtailment of the expense of publication until 
the effecta of the panic have completely paaaed away. 

About the only thing that could be adopted, as a tem- 
porary meaaure, with safety to the paper itaelf, waa t<> aua- 
pend for the time being, the publication of the portraits 
and biographies, which we have now been running for 
eighteen montha. The additional expenae attaching by 
reason "J" having i" make half-tone cute, is nut justified in 
the light of the revenue being received, [lenoe, the Blade 
will >>i>]t< )i< I the pictures and biographiea until a more 
opportune tune. We shall only be (<>o pleaaed to reeume 
this feature just aa toon as circumstances will permit, real- 
icing that they an- pleasing and interesting to many of our 
subscribers. 



FRE ETHOUGHT ORGANIZATION. 



Wiih a wide and varied experience in the work of Free- 
thought propaganda, extending over twenty years, or inure 
The Blade ia in I position to know that the trend of 
thought among the best Freethinkera of the country is 



toward a more perfect organisation to enhance mutual 
good ami mutual benefits. 

For years the one question lias been how to effect the 
right kind of organization. Innumerable plans have been 
suggested. Some have been tried. Others are being experi- 
mented with. With them all, it does not appear that a plan 
baa yet been formulated that is capable of receiving univer- 
sal aaaent, univeraal support and encouragement. All 
admit the necessity of organization, but the difficulty is to 
bring all together on a OOmmon plane for the common good. 

Some yeara ago, Eliaa Howry Bliven started the slater- 
ialist Association. For a long period she worked almost 
single-handed, and alone. .Members came in slowly. Fi- 
nancial siippurt came slower still. Today the Association 
numbera upward of one thousand members, with a fairly 
good support for propaganda work, and the publication and 
distribution of a large quantity of Materialist literature 
i- not only contemplated, but actually under way. Still, 
there are many Freethinkers, standing out for organization, 
who will not join the Associat ion, on the ground that its 
application blanks require a dogmatic assertion regarding 

I and future life. Many earnest and capable minds are 
holding ali-iit on this account. On the other band, the 
founder and organizer of the Association, having accom- 
plished the object originally intended, declines to permit 
any change or departure, and tin- upward progress of the 
Aaaoeiation is, for that reason, necessarily slow and exact- 
ing. 

The < 'hurcfa of Humanity, under the leadership of W. II. 
Kerr, while standing for similar principles, is equally as 
dogmatic in its aaaertion, refusing fellowship with all who 
decline to acknowledge, or admit, that, as an institution, it 
is the beginning and the end of all knowledge concerning 
god and future life. To even question the assertions made 
i- declared to he an insult to its membership, and here 
again, thouaanda remain indifferent on the ground of dog- 
matiam, a tailing we condemn with theologians, and have 
condemned fur generations paat When the right of per- 
M>nal judgment is denied, men cease to be liberal, and the 
illiberality displayed becomes a contention that bars hun- 
dreds from the fold. 

Apart from this .however, both of the Organizations above 
named, while working, struggling, hoping, in their re 
spective tpherea, may accomplish some good. Every cause, 
having real merit behind it as the prompting motive, is 
capable of rendering MOM service. New thoughts may be 
stirred, impulses quickened, investigation encouraged, dis- 
coveriea made, and in the end the ohject sought may be 
reached. 

During the past few months the Blade has been in re- 
oeipt of a number of communications bearing upon the 
question I f organization. Some propose a society of a fra- 
ternal beneficiary character, secret in its operations, work- 
ing on a lodge system, \\ji|| weekly meetings, and the mem- 
ben carrying a life benefit certiticate, as in fraternal soci- 

etiea already in existence. One of the argument! offered 
for the formation of such a society is that because of their 
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belief^ or unbeliefs, i'rectl linkers are denied admission 
into a large number of fraU;rual bodies, provided the) lell 
I ho lrut.li at the time of making application therefor. It is 
true, however, that man} Freethinker! are memberi ui 
fraternal orders, but in the majority of eases, their Free- 
thought has been acquired sinee first joining, and onee .1 
member always u member, they base been kept on I lie 
roster. This has led to the suggestion of a fraternal, beue- 
liciary organization for Freethinkers, as a means of fur- 
thering the interest** of the eause and affording a soeial 
atmosphere in whieh Freethinkers eau meet together in 
secret. It is proposed that a regular ritual be adopted and 
put in operation for initiatory work, the same to be drawn 
with u view to excluding those who are opposed in Free- 
thought views. 

Other suggestions have come to hand, all of them con- 
taining some value ami merit, lint one whieh ought to meet 
the approval of all is to the effect that the recognised leaden 
in the Free-thought movement in America to day should 
meet on suitable ground, discard all difference! of opinion, 
sink all personal feelings, lose sight of personal ambition, 
or gain, and formulate a plan upon which one gigantic or- 
ganization of Freethought men and women could be effect- 
ed] appoint a central committee to lake charge of the work 
in detail, and then issue a joint appeal to all to join hands 
in the movement and demonstrate to the world the strength 
and power of the eause we love. 

The Blade is not prepared to say whether or not the 
fraternal, secret society would be a proper step to take, but 
it does approve of the latter suggestion, and express. - iti 
own willingness to enter into negotiations with the liberal 
editors and liberal leaders of America for the purpose of 
bringing about one grand, great, central union in which 
the Freethinkers of the country can have contidencc, and to 
which they will readily extend a hearty and liberal support. 

Let it not be thought, or understood, that the lilade would 
hamper the existing societies in their work. Far from it. 
Such a national body of which is here ■pokes could give aid 
ami encouragement to all, wherever and whenever they 
appear worthy. There could be wheels within wlieels, all 
moving, revolving and rotating for a common object 

There can be no doubt I bat an alliance exists, secretly 
of course, between the ohurofa leaders and the political 
leaders. The latter want votes. The former desire! legisla 
tion. They enter upon a mutual trade. The result is th.it 
our liberties are gradually being frittered away at the 
theological-politico bargain counter. The very existence of 
one great national body of Freethinkers, properU Organ 
i/.ed, would curtail much of this trafficking, ami by a lysteni- 
atic propaganda, under its management, a vast amount of j{ 
could be suppressed, or at least, prevented. 

In this brief article only organisation! assuming a na- 
tional character have Iteeti considered. \o intention exist! 
to slight any state or local body. The BuckeVU Secular 
Union as a Stale organization, is doing some excellent 
work. Manv local soeieties are maintaining a g I reputa- 
tion for propaganda. All these must be encouraged and 
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their number increased in places where it is shown to be 
possible. 

As previously staled, the Blade is willing to take part 
in aucn a movement. I his suggestion is offered simply for 
what 11 is worth. If il is passed by without notice or 
continent, we have lost nothing, except a little labor and 
some of llie f dado euitorial space, it can be taken up with 
proiit at any time when the Liberals of the country are 
prepared lo begin operations. 

\< hat is neeued is the determining of a place of meeting, 
a date upon which lo meet, and tlien let all Liberal editors 
and Liberal leaders come together. There need be no fric- 
tion. The one and only thought permeating the meeting 
must Lo for the common good, the good oi all. Let the 
majority decide when and where the meeting shad be and 
then lei each go back resolved upon work to carry the pur- 
poses and objecls agreed upon into practical effect. Give 
it as wide a publicity os possible. Let us all unite on some 
such plan and Freelhuught in America will soou become 
something more than a mere name. 

The suggestion that such a meeling be held by the per- 
sons indicated is worth) ot consideration, and it may result 
in lasting beuelits to the cause. 



CANADIAN PIETY. 



Some lime ago, a friend interested iu the Blade, sent us 
the name of a pious Canadian lo whom sample copies might 
be mailed in the hope of gelling a new subscriber. The 

Canuck had received but two eopie! of the Blade, when he 
.-ent lis a postal ear l with the following verse written 
thereon: — 

...... 

• Kindly cease to send to DM 

four baneful Blue Qrast Blade j 

If Qod'l a myth, how could there be 

A mite of matter made '. 
Freethought, you'll find, will bye and bye 

Deposit you where yon will sigh; 

The nostrum has been tried in (Trance, 

And iml) niadk the devil dance; 
Ami what did e'er your petted Pains 

From all hi- vanish, d vaporing! gain?" 

If it be a waste of lather to shave an ass, what must be 
the waste, in comparison, by sen. ling the Blade to one 
Whose mind could produce thought! like those contained in 
the line- quoted '. The "kindliness" he solicit! by having 
us discontinue sending him the paper, is not exhibited by 
himself, for lie appears to fairly gloat over the prospect of 
our having to "sigh," as he believes, and his supreme pleas- 
ure is to see another suffer because of a difference of belief, 
or opinion. This i- characteristic of all true Christians, 
and affords an unanswerable argument anent the "baneful" 

influence! wrought upon the human mind by belief in 
Christian teaching and dogma. Any mind presumably in 
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telligcnt, thai must have a god to "make matter" is not 
capable of peaching, knowing and understanding those 

great and lofty ideals embodied in the principles thai 

nnderly die Freethought philosophy. If matter was not 
"made" then even n sanctified Canuck eould be brought to 
realize that a god is. nol needed, and. as the crowning glory, 
the gnat triumph, of scientific endeavor, was in the demon* 

Btration of the indestructibility of matter, god was elimi- 
nated as a factor in creative energy. It follows that if 

matter cannot be destroyed, it cannot lie created, for crea- 
tion must imply destruction. 
The suggestion about a devil dancing may he attributed 

to poetic license, or a desperate attempt to find a word that 

would rhyme. The gifted author may he capable of be- 
lieving that a dancing devil actually exists, for such a 
creature i- really necessary in his peculiar philosophy. We 
are led to the assertion, however, from the refernoe to 

Freethought being "tried in France" that he docs not even 

known, nor can he have the remotest Idea of what constitutes 
Freethought 

It is recorded that one. Paul, extolled charity as the 
greatest of all the virtues, hut charity is an extremely 

doubtful quantity in the breast of one who could write of 

the "vanished vaporings" of Thomas Paine* Petted, ii 
Paine, indeed, alid his memory will be kept green by mil- 
lions of true men and women, long ages after the author 

of these lines ii dead and forgotten. But what did Paine 
gain! He gained a republic. He gained a new nation. 
He gained the love and respect of thousands of honest men, 
and received feedings of enmity and envy from those only 
of the mental caliber of our Canadian poet-taster. 

Is not this a ease of the mentally blind wanting to he 
led by the mentally blind, until both fall info the ditch of 
dogmatic, superstition, wallowing contented there, and 

v ainly imagining they have found it till 

The Christian religion has no other purpose or object in 

view than to pretend to prepare man for another life of 
which nothing is or can he known. 

Freethought would teach all men how to rightly live the 
life they have actually before them, the life (lay are in, of 
which knowledge is abundant to all. 

This distinction makes Christianity a sham ami a pre- 
tense. It present! Freethought as a real living truth. 
Christianity extorts money from the pockets of the poor 
by making promises it can never fulfil, promises that in 

any event, are not to be realised until death comes. 

Christian perfection was the alleged creation id" the uni- 
verse for man and givs its deity no higher aim, no loftier 
purpose than to use this earth BS a place upon which to 
breed a few harpers for heaven and a host of hoodlums 
for its hell. 

Freethought would not undervalue human effort, human 
life or human aspiration, nor would it mock the blind 
struggles of man seeking to solve the great riddle in his 
feeble way. 



BUCKEYE SECULAR UNION. 



Through the medium of a communication from Miss 
Lou Lawrence, Secretary of the Buckeye Beoulai Union, 
the Blade is reminded that the annual convention of that 
splendid organization will take place at Columbus. Ohio, 
the first week in September next. Although this is but 
May, still there are but four months intervening and the 
convention will be at hand. Members and friends should 
do all in their power to make it a success, not only by 
their contributions, but by their presence. Columbus and 
vicinity can boast a goodly number of Freethinkers, men 
ami women of liberal mind and heart, and by concerted 
effort, the coming convention can be made a banner meeting 
in the history of the State. Begin to prepare for it now. 
This will give you ample time and an excuse will not be 
necessary t.. account for your absenco when the time come-. 

EDITORIAL POTPOUR1 

During the last week no less than eleven newspaper (dip- 
pings have been sent to the Blade office ntalning court re- 
ports of offenses committed by preachers against women. 
Many of the details are nauseating, and from them we 
gather that the preachers are bent on maintaining 'he 
reputation of the profession. 

• * * 

The official report of the Jailer of the City of Lexington 
shows that during 1908 two prisoners were committed to 
his custody upon conviction in tin; police court for having 
violated the Sabbath. We have no knowledge of the char- 
acter of the offense committed other than its classification, 
but at best it can only be an artificial crime created by 
ordinance, a pandering to superstition, but an argument 

against the moral status of Christianity. 

* * # 

If you are sufliciently interested in the cause of Free- 
thought to desire the success of the Blade, a new subscriber 

sent in by your effort will be a step in that direction. 

# * # 

Hold up your hands for JeSUS, and the preacher pro- 
ceeds to go through your pocket book. 

# * * 

If Christian people in some other part of the country 
are praying for rain, we implore them to quit instanter, for 

Kentucky i- getting more of it than she wants, or perhaps, 
Gorermity has sen! it to the wrong locality. Kentucky does 
not take kindly to water, anyhow. 

* * * 

With heresies in the church and out of the church, pagan 
doctrines being taught in our schools, colleges and univer- 
sities, what is to become of the orthodox church within the 
next generation. 

* * * 

The Blade has little personal interest in the fate of the 

proposition to tax ii mes as a revenue raiser. It wouldn't 

have touched this office. 
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We have the second part of .ludgo Ladd'e article on 
the "Criticism of Government," upon the desk, and ii will 

appear in our next succeeding issue. 

* # * 

li may also be pleasing to know that other contributions 
from the pen of Dr. J. F.P. Wetael are in store for 
Blade readers. 

* * * 

Have you read .Mrs. Henry's pamphlet on Marriage and 
Divorce 1 Send her twenty-live cent.-, to Versailles, Ky., 
and get a copy. 

* # * 

We were moved to serious thought by reading Dr. Ilaus- 

man's quotation from Goethe, wherein man appears "more 

beastly than the beast." And it is almost a truth. To 
be men we must learn to oonquer the beast that i- ^till in 
a large number of us. 

* # # 

.More than half of the human race has not yet learned 
how to think! 

* * * 

Mind cannot be stationary. We must either go forward 
or backward. As we cannot be tomorrow exactly what we 

are today, we must be either greater or leaser. The 
church would have us still less, but Freethought Struggles 
to place man on the pinnacle SO long given to a fictitious 
god. 

* * # 

In a measure, belief determines what we art- and furnish 
BS the key to human character. Tell a man's belief and you 

can discern the kind of mentality he is made of. 

* * # 

Barricaded behind the bra/en lips of cannon and the 

ranks of soldiery, Christianity cut and carved its way to 
power with never a thought for reason, truth, or fact. And 

this is the same hi l-stained religion that is trampling 

upon the American Constitution, overthrowing liberty, that 
it may gain a few more year- of power. But the end will 
come, and it is not so far distant A rumbling i- beard 
Christian advocates know what it mean-. 

BOOK REVIEWS. 



pll 'I the JeSUS of the Gospels side by side with 'he mythical 

■avion of other and older religions, fnnnmoinbls literary 
se cr etio ns arc wrought from 'lay t<> .lay, whisk undertake to 
demonstrate by tact and BlfttBseat that the real existence of 
•Icsus was an impossibility, resolving him into a simple myth. 

Prominent imong these .and of recent publication, is a (>»»o- 
pegs volume, hy John K. Remsburg, and issued iiv the Truth* 
Mtker Company, 03 Vesey St., New York City. No man in 
America is better qBBliflod f ir such a irork thai; the author 

' of this book, fears of experience on the lYeetho tight lecture 
platform, stoss and sompreheneivs study of all the issues be* 

reived, have eminently lilted .Mr. KsaBSboig f>>r th.- task he has 
USSUBaed, while the product of his pen and brain, given in this 
Volume, will stand fur centuries In eOBBS BS a mon i ; ment to his 
memory and literary skill. 

The booh is divided into twelve chapters. Ihses take the 

gospel JeSUS through all ti e phases of his alleged 'xistence. It 

s an elahorats sollation <>t stl obtsiuabls sntkoritiss, ami dses* 
onstrates the method and menner by which spurious writings, 
so proline in the Bret two eenturieo, besasss interwoven with 

bistorisal fact in > rder to bolster up ad strengthen the Christ- 
myth. Such a work has necessarily involved a va-' amount of 
resenreh, careful prepermion, and painstaking lab.ir. No intel- 
ligent person can read over these pages, thoughtfully, and be- 
lieve that JeSUS had an actual, historic existence. Destroy Christ 

sod Christianity i> destroyed. There can he bo Christianity if 

its Christ be taken away. Trie.' *1 .-•'>. postpaid. 



THE CHRIST. 
( By John B. Remsborg. 

For one thousand years following the advent of Christianity 
into Europe, and its acceptance hy the people, but exceeding few 
could he found who dared to question the existence of the central 

figure of the Christian myth. There is a lapse of hundreds of 

yean within which there was almost a universal acceptance of 
the msn-godj a Buffering savior, died, risen Bgain, From which 

a way was found to enable man to shift the responsibility for 
his wrong-doing from the shoulders of himself to i he shoulders 

of another, and him innocent of sin. 

Today, the whole intellectual world presents a question mark. 
Alleged Christian history is denied. Modern ciiticism 1ms 



THE SOUL OF THE WORLD. 
(Hy Kstella Hachman.) 

Baek to Nature, to the equality id' Nature, to the perfect order 
of Nature, seems to he the ruling thought of this admirable 
work, as as a means of adducing the highest possible human 
happiness, a state from which we are shown to be rapidly 
drifting, through the observance of too many social forms, tend- 
ing to disorder, wrought by what is called civili/.ai ion. It may 

he possible to attain s happiness, in fact, more happiness 

than man BOW can enjoy, hut it is an ever shifting rainbow, 
sonstaatiy eluding our grasp. What Would produce happiness 
in one age of the world, or for one race in the present age, 
would prove an niter failure in another BgS and with another 
rase. Simple desires aie mors easily gratified than desires 
that must grow eompWX. If happiness is to he reached only 
through a gratification of desire, then the fewer desires the be! .- 
let- the way to reach it. 

Here we are drought face to face with one of the thoughts 

expressed bj the writer, namely, the ('suppression of thought," 

provided that thought is calculated to produce a desire dillicult 
of gratification. If this he Hue, there is wisdom in the doctrine. 
Natural philosophy could hut point to a similar line of conduct. 
Thought suppression may not hi- easy to accomplish, but there 
.-lands the haul school of experience awaiting, doors open, for 
pupils. 

Throughout iis pages there is a touch of single tax. of thcos- 
ophy, psychology, and other modes of thought c. undated by 
modern writers and thinkers. Il consists of 4">0 pages and is 
written in I he form of a novel, with splendid dialogue, and 
made up of characlcis that are admirable to contemplate. The 
hook is published by the Bquitisl Publishing House, Station A. 

PasadenS) California. We are pleased et tuning read the book. 

Satisfied that a perusal thereof will create noble '.ml inspiring 
thoughts, something positively necessary to take the brute out 
of man and improve Individual character. The moral tone is 
excellent. 
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LIGHT AND HEAT. 

An Essay upon Important Scientific Sub- 
jects Wn £e° £Jfi£ NeithCr 



(By E. A. Byrne.) 

It is t lie generally — — pf d theory by 
scientists that lu-ut is received by the 
earth with light from the sun, and the ob- 
ject of this essay is to controvert the cor- 
rectness of this theory. 

We are taught in treatises on natural 
philosophy that heat is not a substance, 
like the natural elements that form the 
earth, i. e. oxygen, carbon, hydrogen, ni- 
trogen, etc., but that it is simply molecular 
motion. Also, that the heat from the sun, 
unlike common or artificial heal, passes 
through panes of glass without imparting 
heat to the glass. 

A very simple and easily produced phe- 
nomenon, I think proves the fallacy of 
this theory, i. e. with a sun-glass focus 
the rays of light from the sun, i.fter they 
have passed through a pane of window- 
glass, and hold the head of a iucifer match 
in the focused light, the match is quickh 
ignited; then focus the light from an im- 
age of the sun in a mirror, and the match 
is as readily ignited as when held in the 
focus of the direct rays of light from the 
sun. Xow granting that heat is not a 
material substance, but simply molecular 
motion, when it impinged against the 
solid substance of the glass, the motion 
(heat) would, in reason, be checked and 
not pass through the glass; and if heat is 
an imponderable substance (which I think 
it is) and pass through the pane of glass 
and thence to the mirror it would be ah 
sorbed by the back-ground of the mirror, 
just as it is when it impinges upon the 
surface of the earth and objects thereon: 
hence there would not be any heal of 
either kind in the image of the sun in the 
mirror to ignite the match. 

N'i'W it appears to my mind that a more 
reasonable theory than the one that the 
heat has passed through the pane of ^lass 
in the window and Ignited the head of the 
match, is that there is no heat associated 
in any way with the lighl of the sun, but 
that instead, it is the intense light of the 
focussed rays of light ; that by some chem- 
ical action upon the substance of which 
the head of the match is composed, sets 
up or starts decomposition, by which the 
latent heat in the head of the match is 
liberated in sufficient amount to produce 
ignition, by which the match <s quickly 
consumed. 

Both heat and electricity, I conceive to 
be imponderable substances, and used in 
the economy of nature in cementing the 
simple elements, oxy-ren. hydrogen, nitro- 
gen, carbon, etc., that are necessary in the 
building up or growth of both animal and 
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vegetable corporal things, much the same 
as a cabinet-maker and other manufactur- 
ers use the various cements in their work 
of construction of the various articles in 
use by mankind. 

The heat perceptible wlien any member 
of our body is exposed to the sun light is 
simply the latent heat in our llesh being 
set at liberty from the effect of sun-lighl 
upon the flesh, which is thereby put in a 
partial slate of decomposition; hence, lib- 
erating heat. Note the wonderful amount 
of heat generated by the combustion of a 
tiny match, sutlicient to blister one's hand 
if held in the flame. 

i will note a phenomenon resultant from 
a very simple experiment, i. e. heat one 
end of a rod of iron, two or three feet long 
and three-fourths of an inch in diameter, 
to a red heat; then take hold of the cool 
end and plunge the hot end into a basin 
of cold water; the cold end is soon too hot 
to be handled with comfort, the cold water 
cooling the surface of the hot end so rap- 
idly that it contracts so suddenly that the 
heat in the interior of the rod is forced to 
the cool end of the rod. 

Xow this proves to my mind that heat 
is not, as scientists contend, simply molec- 
ular motion, but instead it is an impondera- 
ble substance; for if it be simply motion, 
it would be checked by the contraction of 
the surface of the rod. 

Light, according to the best efforts of 
my judgment, is not a material substance, 
but simply a state or condition of matter. 
And I hold that there is nothing thrown off 
from the sun. The light of the sun that we 
perceive is like the flame of a candle, and 
as the light of a burning candle is confined 
to the burning end. so is the light of the 
sun confined to the body of the sun, and 
although the sun may receive by attrac- 
tion, wandering meteors, yet by the same 
force retains, holds fast to all she gets. 
The effect of sun light upon tin' earth is 
to urousc the latent heal in the objects 
upon its surface, and thus make possible 
ami facilitate animal and vegetable life. 

I am satisfied thai if the rays from the 
image of the sun in a basin of water, the 
surface being perfectly still, for instance 
under a very thin covering of ice, were 
focused by a good lens, and the head of a 
match held in the focus, that the match 
would be quickly ignited; but m,V environ- 
ments are such that 1 have not as yet 
had an opport unity to perform the cxperi 
mcnt. and I hope that some one, more fa- 
vorably situated, will make the test; for 
it seldom freezes in this locality, and then 
r t is difficult to obtain perfectly clear water. 
If this idea bo found to be true, it would 
establish the truth of my theory without 
doubt; for if there be heat in the Hgfcl of 
the sun the ice and water would assuredly 
absorb it when the rays of light impinged 
upon litem, and there would be no heat in 



the rays of light from the image of the 
sun in the water, thus showing that it is 
the intense Ughl of the focus that causes 
the latent heat in the head of the match 
I., start combustion. 



STILL READS HER BIBLE. 



Another Interesting Letter from our 13- 
year-old Contributor.— How Previous 
Article was Kindly Noticed. 



(By Anna Koglin.) 
I have been readin- some more in the 
Bible. I have finished the !ive books of 
-Moses. 

The Lord seems to threaten to punish 
the Israeliles if they Wonhip other gods. 
Especially in Deuteronomy, 18 ch. The 
people are afraid to do anything else, so 
they worship him against their will. It is 
not to be wondered al that they worship- 
ped him. But only cowards worship, for 
brave men don't care for his threats. I 
would just as soon go to hell as to heaven, 
for it is said, hell is bottomless, and if 
there is such a place, folks who go there 
do not injure themselves, for they keep on 
falling, and never reach the fire. I think 
it is rather perplexing to know which one 
is the Lord, • for Christ was the son of 
David, and it is said that he was the son 
of god, so David must be the Lord. 

In Deuteronomy, 90th chapter, Moses 
said he was the Lord, and the person I hat 
commanded Moses claims he was the Lord. 
The l,ord says that if the Israelites wor- 
ship other gods he will make them eat the 
llesh of your sons and daughters (Deuter- 
onomy '2ft chapter, 5:1 verse I. 

Now the Israelites worshiped other gods 
more than once, and the bible never states 
of the time they ate human flesh. Ac- 
cording to the bible we Wouldn't have any 
respectable people, for in Deuteronomy, 
Kith chapter, lfllh verse, it says: "Thou 
shall not respect persons." The I<ord 
says, "I kill," etc., etc.. in Deuteronomy 
32 ch.. 90 f, When one of his own com- 
mandments were, ''Thou shall not kill." 
How does he expect people to keep his 
commandments when he can't keep them 
himself? No wonder there are so mnny 
wicked people on earth, for in Deuterono- 
my, 30 ch.. If) v., also in Deuteronomy, 11 
rh., 2G v., he tells them to choose from 
food and evil. 

In Deuteronomy, 32 ch.. 42 v., he snys: 
"I will make mine arrows drunk with 
blood, anil my sword shall devour llesh." 
What a kind, merciful god! 

One place in the bible Christ says; 
"Thou shall call no man a fool," and in 
St. Matthew, 23 ch., beginning 16" v., all he 
does is to call the scribes and Pharisees 
fords and hypocrites. 

In St. Matthew, 2'2d ch., 2"> v., a woman 
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married seven brothers. I don 't wonder 
I he Sadducees asked which man -would 
claim her when he got to heaven. So Je- 
sus had one lueky answer anyway, and 
that was there was no marrying in heaven. 

I have been reading in the Blade that 
some one thought E/ekiel, 4th ch., was the 
worst chapter in that book, but I think 
the further you get the more vile it grows. 

A very kind gentleman from New York 



Bound Volume a Beauty. 

McGREGOR, IOWA— The Bound Volume 
of the Blade received. Thanks. It is a 
beauty, and the article, "t'he Hirtb of Our 
Little World," by Judge Parish B. Ladd 
alone is worth the price of the volume,— 
and there are others.— C. FETTE. 



One of the Right Kind. 

GAINESVILLE, GA. — Enclosed please 
find New York Exchange for $:t.50, to pay 
one year's subscription to the Blade, and 
two dollars for Dr. Hausman's book, whicn 
you will please send me as soon as it comes 
out. Wishing you much success.— C. W. 
W. GUNTHER. 



The Way of Some Is Hard. 

BASALT, COLO. — Some time ago 1 sent 
you a list of names for sample copies of 
your paper. You will please discontinue 
all except two, whose addresses I will 
write. I will gtriranteo those two for the 
year. One of the addresses I ask you 10 
discontinue Is one of those cock-sure 
Atheists. He said to me recently: "When 
I die It will he the last of me. That's my 
idea, so I do not know that the Blue Crass 
Blade will help me or benetit me." Such 
Freethinkers are as tiresome as the cock- 
sure Camphellite.-CHAS. H. SCHWARTZ. 



Freethought Sentiment Growing. 

. .NEWPORT NEWS, YA.— The Blade con- 
tains many valuable articles. I am glad to 
note a letter from Huntington. W. Va. I 
was a resident of that city for 18 years, 
and know many who advocate the Free- 
thought cause — some of the best citizens, 
men whom any community would esteem 
for their sterling qualities. I do not 
know of a better field for tho growth of 
Fret thought than West Virginia, and the 
Blade will find able supporters there. I 
do not think the Freethought presa Is 
growing as rapidly ns the Freethought sen- 
timent, but t'e time is fast ui proachlng.- - 
J. H. ESKEY. 



— Mr. Hickox- sent me several packages 
Of cards, with my name on them, as a re- 
ward for writing the letter to you; and I 
thank him so much, for it encourages me 
to continue as I am doing. 

I also thank the lady ft in Kansas — 
Miss Hunt who compliment ed me in your 
paper. 

Cranberry Center. Wis., in care J W. 
Kruschke. 



Just a Friendly Chat. 

STILLWATER, O.— Enclosed you will 
find P. O. order for $1.50, to apply on my 
subscription. Should have done this long 
ago, but I always needed the money in my 
family; In fact, I would need this too, but 
I suppose your family needs money as well 
as others. I was very much amused when 
reading some of the church notices in the 
Dover paper, and last Wednesday I put my 
thoughts on paper. This evening I copied 
part of it, and will enclose copy for you 
to read. If you see nt you may publish It 
in the Blade; If not, burn it. You can 
form a very good Idea as to where I stand 
in this awful superstition and foolishness. 
I attended the debate at Canal Dover on 
Friday evening, and can see where all the 
preacher's arguments went to the four 
winds in that five minutes closing speech 
of yc.urs. H:td you gone after the preacher 
at the same rate in your two it her seech- 
es the poor, excitable Imp would have 
jumped clean up to the celling, and would 
have said "damnn" two times. 

If you desire, I shall prepare for you a 
short sketch of my experience in the 
church. I was reared In the old original 
Amlsh church, but joined the Mennonites. 
1 have several stickers that the preachers 
and Sunday School Superintendents have 
so far not been able to answer for me. 
Long live the Blade. Goodbye. — J. H. 
HOCHSTETLER. 



Shows We Are Doing Good. 



NEW FORK. Kindly semi me live 
copies of the last issue of the Blade, con 
taming the article "Bible Inconsistencies" 
by Josephine K. Henry. Kindly charge it 
till the next order in about two weeks. 
Also, put me down on the lisl for a copy 
of Dr. Hausman '■ book, and let me know 
when you want the money. Yours for 
Frcctlmught and Freedom. MARK C. 

HOUSMAN. 



Likes the Bound Volume. 

BOONE, IOWA. — The bound volume of 
the B'ade tor L906 came to hand yesterday 

i! it looks tine; and if you ever bind up 
Bui!', just put me down for one. Am 
looking anxiously for Dr. Hausman's new 
book. Am reading it now, but will be glad 
to have it bound. The last Blade was 
the "best ever" to my notion. May it 
continue as good or better is the wish of 
yours truly.— L. C. HOPSIE. 



Blade Worth It All. 

CAMERON, MO. — Enclosed find draft 
for two dollars, for which please renew 
my subscription and use the other fifty 
cents for whatever JTOU wish. The Blade 
is well worth two dollars itself. — A. J. 
UHL. 

Suits Him to a "T " 

CAPLINGER'S MILLS. MO. — Enclosed 
find money order for $1.50, which apply 
to my subscript ion. Should have remitted 
sooner, but I suppose the spirit failed to 
move me. The Blade suits me just to a 
"T". Pat me down for the Hausman 
book. C. T. HACIILEMAN. 



ACKLEY. IOWA — Enclosed Bad money 
order for fl.f.O. subscription for another 
year for your paper. I did not receive the 
issue of April 11th. and would like to have 
you send me one if von have it— LEONI- 
DA8 LEACH. 



Wants Hausman's Book. 

TOCELE, UTAH— You will find enclos- 
ed a money order for $1.D0 to pay on the 
■nbaeription for the Blade. I saw in the 

iss f April 3rd your editorial in regard 

to the Correspondence School, and I be- 
lieve that it will be a good plan. T was 
one of the first to send my name as a stu- 
dent about one year IfO, but on account 
of unforeseen circumstances, J could not 
spare the money when the time came, so I 
had to lose the opportunity, as I desired 
to post myself on the true crigin of the 
earth and life on the same; so when I saw 
your article I was pleased, as you very 
well realize. I am short of money at the 
present time, but T am iioin? to have a 
copy of "Man's Origin and Destiny," by 
Dr. Hausman. of Alameda, Cal. Yours 
for the advancement of Freethought. — 
ElTiENE A. ASCOOD. 
EUGENE A. OSGOOD. 



An Invitation. 

TACOMA, WASH - A friend gave me 
a copy of your paper that I night send you 
an invitation to our Liberal Outing School 
this summer. There will be a boat from 
the school to the Exposition, making an 
outing on Puget Sound with small ex- 
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pense for those at our school. Come ami 
bring vour Liber*] friomlr. and spend a 
few days w it 1 1 us. The rest will do von 
goodf ami vour presence will do the school 
good. This is not an anti or ism school, 
but a Liberal Co-operative School. Yours 
for all Liberty!-!.. A. WIST. 

$2,000.00 SALARY' 



WANTKD.— The Church of Human- 
ity wants a competent lecturer and Off**- 
izer to do held work in teaching the dis- 
coveries that no real god exists and t*£l 
death ends life forever: and to organize 
those who learn them into local ImUMil 
churches. A salary of 18*000 annually is 
offered for the services of a man or wom- 
an <• peicnt to fill the position. For par- 
ticulars, address 

W. H. KERR, 
Great Bend, Kansa3 



CHURCH TAXATION. 



(By T. C. Jefieries.) 
In all the I'nited States there Is not a 
question of nu.r. Importance than the 
taxation of church property. Thl only 
property that should rightfully be exempt 
is property which Is I wned and or.j»yed 
by the people as a whole, and not enjoyed 
•y merely a fanatical few. Of course, some 
will say "Why, goodness me. our chun n 
is always op< n to everylxidy : if you care to 
go you will .surely be made welcome; yt.u 
may enjoy It, too, if you wish.' 

True, by compromising with one's Belt 
and chloroforming one's si nses, one may. 
if he wishes, step inside and hea; mennlng- 
I'ss words rattle around In the head of a 
parson. Hut if you do MM warn to adopt 
Christian standards and methods, but 
rather want to be square with yourself and 
keep right with your Intr lllgenco. the* you 
cunnot enjoy the "blessing. In c rd' r to 
enjoy a church, too gr< at a personal 
sacrifice is entailed. Thoughtful people 
realize this; the thoughtless do not care, 
it Is the Btcgcy show they are after. At 
church Mr. Smith gets a chanci to associ- 
ate with Mr. Jones, his employi r, and he 

thinks his employer will henceforth think 
him overweight; Mrs. Smith talks with 
Mrs. Jones, her husband's employer's wife, 
and endeavors to appear like the real 
thing in the latter's eyes. And the whole 
outfit deceive themselvcn into thinking it 
is the ono n.il way t, t in with tin- nice 
people of the community. Few (,f the think- 

■ people of any community fill out the 
pledge slips of help to pile no tin' contri- 
bution plate. 

If certain property wrongfully and un- 
justly escapes taxation, It must necessarily 
follow that the taxed property wrongfully 
and unjustly pays more than Its proper 



proportion in order to make up for that 
which < scape.-. When we consider this, 
we realize the fuii importance oi this ques- 
ti 1; and its vitil OOBOOM to every citizen. 
Cli v land. O. 



JUST OUT! 



NAMING SONG AND BURIAL SONG 
FOR FREETHINKERS. 



Each a Duet and a Concert Piece for Piano. 
Also Variations for Violin, Flute, or Bells. 

PRICE, 25 CENTS EACH. . 



I have composed these soinjs for the 

benefit of freethinker*, or men of Common 

BOOM, who do not wish to insult our Cre- 
ator with Bible rot. , 

QUIRIN BACHLER, 
2277 Fulton St., Chicago, 111. 



BILL'S AVENUE 

makes you oneerral ami 

tliouvtitful. It l- a personal 

department in tin- W HEEL 



OK LI KK Unit urows on » OU 

jYou liini yourself wait ma 
■with Interest lor what "BUI" 

thus to nay next. 



ll> W'fAN f\Mr,RICf\rS 
T*7 / MflDONNfl"!-..- .- 

~ r hi I running In the WHEEL 
"BILL" OKI. IKK. It In written l>\ 
Mnry lies Todd, tin-ablest w riter of Liberal 
fiction Mneo Urant Allen, ami Ik a beautiful 
presentation of the essentially modern 
problem of tho Woniun In Huslness. 

THE, Wti&E.L OF LIFE, 

A monthly periodical. II dealH with 
<>itl". IN-, theorluln <>f Marrlnae, of Btblos, 
of Keliiclon, of Brotherhood, of the belief In 

Immortality. It treat* broadly of Lot*, of 

Human Instincts ami Ideals. It lakes In 

(he whole Wheel of Life, treating all subjects 
In luoh a c tear, plain and s ploy way that the 

iln-t is shaken out and t hey become as In- 
teresting as a novel to even the easual 
reader. Hend WeentS for a six months' trial 
subscription or a quarter for a year. 

"CONFESSIONS OF 

DRONE" by Joseph Madill Patterson, 
author of 'A LITTLE B BOTH EE Of THE 
r.li li ." sent Wltbonl sxtM oharn« wliha 
« months' trial subscription to the WHEEL 
OF LIFE. AUdie-, 

LIFE TUB. CO., Desk A, St. Louis, Mo. 



NaumarTs Orchestra 

B. I>. NAIMAN. Violin. 

ANNA L N A I'M AN, Piano. 

OTTO S. NAFMAN Comft 
or Clarinet. 
Other Instruments Added if Des.red. 

(Mi r .,oo ptoei s of tli.' best music, sultal le 
for any program, always on hand. 

Phone 128 1-2. Lock Fox 800. 

SIGOURNEY, IOWA. 



■Murray's Clearance Sale 

Myron's 'Forbidden Kruit," Paul Berts 
Jesuit Morals," Tolstoi's 'Root of Evil," 
BUooafl "Sacrcdness of Man, "Livingston 
Ud the Boers." Murray's "British Land- 
lord." "Moses and tlio Prophets," "39 
I'ropositions of a Pagans R'llgion," "The 
OptB Challenge," "Tin Commandments," 
B bit Texts, etc., etc. The total retail 
price of the lot conies to 60 cents. I will 
send the whole together, postpaid, for 25 
(Mil;. These pamphlets will suit the fol- 
lower- of Voltaire, Thomas Paine and Aris- 
totle. They will not please Atheists. 

NORMAN MURRAY, 
24C St. James St., M<ntre:il, Canada. 

POPULAR LINE 
SOUTH 



QUEEN &CRESCENT 



ROUTE 



Between 

Cincinnati 

Chattanooga 
Atlanta 

Birmingham 

Knoxville 

Ashville 

Savannah 

Jacksonville 
Mobile 
/icksburg 
Shr eve port 

New Orleane 

and 
Texas Points 
For rates and print -id 



G P. A., 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 



W. F. Bozeman 

Leesburg, Fla., 

Southern Fruit and Produce Broker. 
Melons a specialty. Fifteen years experi- 
ence buying and shipping melons. Will, as 
usual, follolw tho business in Georgia, Ala- 
bama and Indiana. 



mpPMCLSSIONoi PLANPTS 

IS IHL (.HI Al NI* BOOK it rou *" 1 u 
nwidc, »hv the tinh moves, write to Ibc »uthor lor i 
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Be Sure and Subscrlrwi Per 

Secular Thought 

. Fortnightly Journal of Rational Criti- 
cism In Politics, Scien e and Religion. 



Organ of the 
CANADIAN SECULAR UNION AND THE 
TORONTO 8ECULAR SOCIETY. 

Kditor - - J. Spencer Ellis. 
Published at 185* Queen St. West. To- 
ronto, Canada. Terms, SI per annum, in 
advance; single copies, 10 centa. 

All communications for the Editorial de 
partment should be addressed— 

J. Spencer Ellis. "Secular Thought." 
185 v 4 Queen St. West. Toronto. Can. 
All Business communications, orders for 
*>ooks, printing, etc.. should be addressed— 
C. M. ELLls. Proprietor and Publisher. 



Toronto, Can. 



GRADUATION GIFTS. 



What can be nicer and more suitable 
for such gifts than a genuine Diamond, 
daintily mounted In Ring, Pin, Stud, or 
otherwise. These can be had for $10, $20 
and up. They are indestructible, a Joy 
forever, and will last as long as the world 
will revolve in its orbit; neither do they 
jver depreciate in value. Or a Gold Watch, 
which is useful during life, as well as 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHE8 

I>arge (6) size Elgin, Waltham or Hamp- 
den, 20-year gold-filled, hunting case; latest 
style, artistic hand-c.iased, 7 Jewels, $9; 15 
Jewels, $11; 16 Jewels, adj., $15. Small 
(0) size. 7 jewels, $11; 15 Jewels, $13; 16 
jewels, adj., $18. "Riverside . extra fine, 
$24. In 25-year case, $1 more. In 14k 
solid gold case, $10 to $20 more. All In 
velvet box, prepaid, wit tuarantee Every 
watch fresh from factory. 

CHAINS. FOBS, OR LONG GUARDS 
Latest Btyles, best filled, $2. IS, $4 and $5. 
THE IDEAL GENTLEMAN'S WATCH 
Small (12) size. Hampden, elegant, ar- 
tistic, hand-chased or "enginc-turned." gold 
filled hunting case guaranteed 25-years: 
Genl Stark. 15 Jewels $15; "Deuber 
Grand." 17 Jewels, adjusted. $1. 50; -John 
Hancock," 21 Jewels, extra fine. $29.00. In 
open face screw case, $1.00 has. Also, in 
solid gold. 

Send for prices of Watches not here 
enumerated, Jewelry, Rings. Silverware, .n- 
gersoll Spoons, Freethought Badges. Opti- 
cal Goods, Ring Guage, and my tract, "The- 
ism in the Crucible." free. 

Describe goods wanted as near as possi- 
ble. 10 per cent off In lots oi two or more. 
OTTO WETT8TEIN. 

La Grange, Cook County, III. 



SEEDS 

Fresh, Rtlltble, Pur. 
Guaranteed to Please 

Ev fry Gardener and 
Planterstiould test the 
superior n.er'.taof Oi.r 
Northern Orowu Seed-. 
SPCCiai. OFFER 

FOR 10 CENTS 

we will eeod postpaid oar 

FAMOUS COLLECTION 

1 pk«. 60 Da; T <,n,»«> .... Me 
I pif. Frlaatai K.JI.h a Ms 

1 pit*. Hrlt.l.ro.la. Clara , SO* 

I pa*. Karlr lrr.»brad I .hb.«. . a , Us 
1 pk(. Fullartaa Market Mra ... Me 
Alaa l«TarlatUaCkaUaria.ar8aa4a . . tta 

•1.00 

Write todajrl Sand 10 eanla to balp par paatafa and 
parking and racaiva tha ahova "Famooa enaction," to- 
gather with our Nrw and Jnitructita 'lardeli (luida. 




"The Woman and 
The Prospector" 

Is the title of a romance every man, woman 
and child should read. It should be in the 
hands of all who are opposed to supersti- 
tion and graft, as it Is a protest against 
vaccination, vivisection, medical legislation 
and the administration of drugs to human 
beings; at the same time points out the 
only method for the cure of the consump- 
tive. The booklet Is really free, but the 
cost of advertising and postage we figure 
at 10 cents; so if you wish a copy, send 
us 10 cents. A. M. PARKER. 

FREE TRIP to the 
PACIFIC COAST 

ARE YOU ONE 
of the many thous- 
ands who want to 
explore this Won- 
derland ? ? ? ? 

SDNSET 
MAGAZINE 

instituted a new 
department, whose 
special work it is 
to put within the 
reach of every one an opportunity to 
m the FAR WEST. Write for 
Sample Copy. :: :: :: :: :: s: 

For full particulars address 

Sunset Travel Club 

16 Flood Building San Francisco, Cal. 

WATER POWER MOTORS 
and 

WATER-FANS. 

Machine and Hardware Specialties at order. 
CLEVELAND SPECIALTY & MFG. CO. 




SEND 10c FOR SAMPLE. 

OF 

Heald's Religious Stickers 

The same being short quotations froos 
*'C)ur Dear Heavenly Father," "Our Uless- 
ed Savior," "Uaalam's Ass," "Mary Chrlat", 
"Our Friend, the Devil," and other person 
ages of sacred memory. 

These are suitable for sticking on church 
doors, and other objects where they will do 
the most good In spreading the "glad tid 
ings of grea' joy." 

Until April 1. 1909, address— 

FRANKLIN HKALD. 

Circleville, Ohl» 



Do You Believe 



That We Humans are as Important at 
Pigs, Potatoes and Pups? 

Dc you believe that we "grown-ups." 
nnd eveii ibe Children, should know ■*> 
much about ourFehes n? we know abo* 
Fl<he.'. Flow, r* an i Fiogs? 

Do you believe in Belter Fiogeny, a More 
Klevnted Race anyway. 

If eo. pend J 25 for a year's subscription 
to the American Journal of Eugenics, and 
be in the Van of Human Progress. 

Published monthly at 649 South Mall 
St., Los Angeles, California, U. S. i 
Samples ten cents. Trial three monthi 
with pamphlet "Institutional Marriage," M 
cents stamps. 



The Holy Bible 

In a Nutshell 

A New Itooklet showing up the contradlo 
Hons and fallacies of the Christian bible. 

.lustt he thing to pass around among 
your religious friends to "Jarr their faith 
and destroy their gedwebs. Ready Soo 
Order Now! Single copy 10c, 3 for 25c, i» 
for $1.00. 

Address: J. FRANTZ, 

1112 Eddy Street. San Francisco, Cal 

SEEDS 

BUCKBEB'S SEEDS SUCCEED I 

SPECIAL OFFER: 

r Sa.de to build Near Bu.lnraa. A trial WUl ' 

make you our porruaueut customer. 
| Ul AHANTUI) TO l'I.H«L 

Write to-day; Mention this Paper. 



<WlrWV^Or>^»^rWW«»«»^raVrV< 

SEND 10 CENTS 

pwiaVfw and packing and racaiva th la valuable 
i coiuctioo of *•**<!■ pti«lp«ld. Uaytihcr with my bl. 
, lUaatrtuUt* HfHmlful fM ed and riant llooL. 

\ toll, alt about tha Heal > axial 

,H. W. »■-"•- 1V ' 1 ' 
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Man's Origin and Destiny 



oy ur. /\. nausman, Aiameaa, ^aiiiornia 

« 

This ii the (totted B<>ol< of modern timet on the theory of Evolution applied to Sociology. 



It will shortly he issunl in hook form l>y the Blue C J rasa Blade, making ■ book of nearly 600 pages. The author has 
dedicated it to Prof. Ernrl Haeckel, and the great Jena philosopher has accepted the dedication. 



$2.00 



$2.00 



Subscribe Now and Save Money 

All charges of postage will be prepaid upon advance suhscriptions. 

The first ehapten are now in the presa and publication in hook form will immediately 
jolloWj.it s serial publication in the I. lade columns. 



Subscribe Now 



Subscribe Now 



JAMES E. HUGHES, Lexington, Ky. 



CORRECT THINKING 

This Book is a Herald of the New Learning 

The First Gun in a Revolt Against Leisure-Class Ideals of Education 



By PARKER H. SCRCOMHE, Editor To-Morrow Magazine 

"Expert breeder! mid trainers of horaee permit their own children to lade and die for warn of applying 
the knowledge tin y have hut do not use." 

"Owners of Angora cats who know how their pets have hecome heautiful as the result of hut a few 
generations of intelligent select ion, do not dream of the wondrous results, were the same law applied to 
their own race. " 

'•The world thoughtlessly overlooks the principles employed hy IJurhank and other successful 
hybridists, not realizing that each discovery has its corresponding application to the human species." 

"Mun lias not yet started to live a mind directed, reasoned out life." 

OUR ENTIRE SYSTEM OF EDUCATION IS WRONG 



25c the copy 



Five copies, $1.00 



q»15.00 the hundred 



TO-MORROW PUBLISHING COMPANY 
J 139 East 56th St., Chicago. 111. 



